Annual report by Royal Society of Tasmania,
of 
Annual for the Year 1957. 
The Annual Meeting of the Society was heJd in 
the Society's rooms, on btl'! Ivlarch, 1957, 
The Excellency the Governor of 
Cross), presided, 
The following otllce-·bearers wele elected:~, 
Under the Society's [tules, Mr. 
retired from the office of 
and Mr. cl, W. C. Wyett ';vas 
appointed to the vacancy, 
Hon. Secretary and Librarian: DL W, Bryden. 
Hon. Treasurer: Mr, G, K A, Hale. 
Hon, Auditor: Mr A, M. Hewer. 
Council: Under Rule 21, Proiesser S, VV. 
and Ml'. L. W. MiHer retired as members 
the Council, and the Hon, M.L Justice 
and Mr. R, M, H, Garvie were elected 
theil' places for a period of three years. 
The Couneil made the following appointments for 
the year >--
(0,1 Standing Committee: Ml'. J. W, C. Wyett, 
Dr, W. V, Teniswood, Mr. G. K A, Hale 
and the Hon. Secretary (Dr. VV. Bryden), 
(h I Hepresentatives on the Trustees of the 
Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery: 
Professor A. Burn and Mr, G, 1". Davies. 
Ie) Representative on the Trustees of the 
Botanical Gardens: Mr, S, AngeL 
to the AssocIation 
Meetings Eight 
lecture were held during 
R, M. ,Johnston Memorial 
lectures were delivered:--
meetings and specirLI 
year in addition Lo the 
Lecture. The follOWing 
MardI: "The Land of the Rivers" by Mr, R. 
M. H .. Garvie OllustratecD. 
April: "Some Impressions of Mexico ", hy Mr, 
and Mrs, L. K Luckman (illustrated), 
Nray7th : "Artificial Breeding of Dairy Cattle ", 
by Mr. G. K. Meldrum (illuRtratedl, 
May 1:3th: Special lecture by M. Jean Querton, 
Minister for Belgium in Australia, on "The 
Belgian Conc},'o" (illustrated two films), 
June: "Control of Plowering ", Professor n, 
N. Barber (illustrated), 
,July: The following scientific fiims were shown :-. 
" of a New Pigment" n,CL Ltd,), 
", Part I, (U.S, Information 
Service) . 
" Atoms tor Peace" (U.s. Information Ser-
vice) . 
" F'oothold on Antarctica (British 
Petroleum Ltd,). 
AUgust: R. M, John~tonMemol'iaJ Lecture (see 
below) ' 
September: "Eleetricity in Plants" by Dr. B. L 
H. Scott (illustrated), 
October: "The Ecology of the New Zealand 
Scree Plants", by Dr. F'. J. F. Fisher (ill us-
trated) , 
November: "The Milky VVay System ", by Dr. 
W, Buscombe (ilIust,rated I, 
R. IvI. Johnston Memorial Leeture,--The Council 
awarded the R. M, ,Johnston Memorial Medal to 
ProfessGr Vlalker, Professor of Geolog-y, 
Andrews University, Dundee, 
Sir Ronald Cross pre-
sented the medal after which Professor Walker 
delivered the R. 'WI. Johnston Memorial Lecture, 
his subject " Underground Phase of Volcanic 
Aetivity". The was illustrated, 
Miss Jean Beattte, --At the September meeting 
the ChG1il'man took the opportunity of referring 
to the valued serviees rendered to the Soeiety by 
Miss Jean Beattie over a period of twent.y-four 
Miss Beattie was presented with an electrie 
and a eheque from a number of the members 
ot the Society, 
Joseph Milligan Bequest.--The land at George 
Town, left to the Society by the late Joseph Milli-
gan, was sold and the money received invested in 
Government stock, The interest when received will 
be added to the Milligan Bequest which consists of 
interest from the investment of the sum received 
for the sale of land at Bicheno left to the Society 
by Dr. Milligan and sold some years ago. 
Iv 
Libraru,--During the year 401 volumes (books 
and journals) were added to the library in addi-
tion to a number of reports and pamphlets from 
British and foreign institutions and learned 
societies. The number of institutions on the ex-
change list is 300. The library now consists of 
31,:l40 volumes. 
Mem/Jership,-The Society consists of the follow-
ing financial members:-· 
Honorary Members 2 
Corresponding Members 1 
Life Members 33 
Ordinary Members--
Associate Members 
Class A 
Class B 
247 
180 
427 
20 
Total Financial Members 483 
During the year forty-two (42) new members 
were added to the roll while thirty-two (321 names 
were removed from the lists owing to cleaths, resig-
nations, &c. 
Northern BranclL~During the year Council has 
considerable time to representations made 
the Northern Branch concerning finances and 
some functions of the Society. It is hoped that 
as a result of these discussions a more satisfactory 
method be found to allot necessary finances 
to both Northern BraneIl and the parent 
Society, 
Papers and Proceedings,-Volume 91 of the 
"Papers and Proceedings" was published and the 
Society is grateful to the Government of Tas-
mania for helping to defray the cost of the 
volume. 
Thanks.-The Council records its thanks to Miss 
K M, Geddes, Assistant Librarian, for her services 
to the Soeiety in so many ways. Thanks are ex-
tended also to all who have made donations of 
various kinds during the year, 
ROYAL SOCIETY OF' TASMANIA. 
Statemeni of Receipts and Pa.lj7llenis JOT Year to 3 lsi December, Hi6,!. 
Receipts. 
Subscriptions-
1957. 241 (it) £2 lOs. £602 10 0 
Less credited in 
1955 0 6 0 
-~-~----,--
1'79 @ £2 358 0 0 
.Less credited in 
1956 1 () 0 
-------
18 @ £1 5s. 
Balances due on 1957 fmb-
scriptions paid in 1956 
1956. 4 (w £2 £8 0 0 
2 (q.) £1 lOs. 3 0 0 
1958. 1 @ £2 lOs. 
1 (@ £2 
£2 10 0 
200 
Subscriptions paid during 1957 
Bank Interest 
Balance brought forward from 1956 
A. M. D. HEVVEl1" Auditor. 
)3 s. d. 
602 4 ;) 
:357 ;) 
22 10 
o 14 
11 0 
4 10 
o 
o 
------.------
997 18 0 
0 6 3 
42 18 10 
Payments. 
Salary and Superannua-
UOH-· 
£ s, d, 
Salary aoo 19 10 
Less amount overdrawn 2 4 8 
Less Govt. Grant 
"4dd Superannuation 
)\forthern Branch: s!1;cu'(' of 
subscriptions for Hl:5D 
Equipment 
Library--
Journals 
Less H.eIunel from Uni-
versity 
AcZel Books 
Petty Cash 
Less Refund of postage 
Telephone 
Stationery 
Light and pow!'!' 
Insurance 
Meetings~-~ 
A,ttelldant's -wag:es 
Less Rent tor room 
Pilrus for Gencr~1J ,Meeting 
Convel'saziol:le 
[,ess ContI'. fronl Priends 
of Museum 
Pain!' fO)' Itaya] Society 
room 
Transfer to Milligan Mem~ 
orial I<'und 
MisceIJaneous Expenses 
Balance to next Account, 
--- .. ,--~--"---.--.-~ 
798 15 2 
475 0 0 
,-- .. -------.-.~.-
:5:23 15 2 
24 4 0 
.--~ ---¥-._--,-_._---
1:39 17 7 
10 11 6 
---"---~---
12fJ 6 1 
9 14 9 
----~----~-.-
107 0 0 
0 (\ 11 
-"---------"--~ 
2'7 12 (j 
:31 10 () 
.-.---"-.----
42 fi 0 
:W () 0 
s. d. 
;3'17 19 2 
130 0 10 
70 1 2 
139 0 10 
HHl 11 1 
10 0 0 
:34 15 7 
65 12 9 
25 13 9 
G ~~ fi 
:i 6 4 
1 <) G 0 
27 1!) 4 
:3 >1 () 
31 13 10 
33 15 11 
--.--~,,--.---- ---
.£ 1,041 3 
,-~,-~,~,~--~~,,---,~ 
W> E, L, II. C'R(}w'r1:-IEI<" Vicc-}Jreside1~t. 
'IN. BRYDEN, llolLSccrctary 
G. E. A. HALE. Hon. Treasurer. 
v 
Annual 
TllE' Annual General Meeting of the Northern 
Branch of the Royal Society of Tasmania was heJd 
at the Queen Vict':ria Museum on March 29th, 1957, 
when the following were electe:l to the Branch 
Council >-
Vice-Chairman: Mr, CL H, Staneombc (1957), 
Past,-Chaiman :Mr. R S. Smith ,ex--officio), 
Hon. Secretary-Treasurer' Ml'.W. Ii'. Em" 
(1957) , 
Members of Counei.l· Ivlrs. I. cT. Mead ( 
1958): Dr. ,J, H. Wilson (1957-1958); Mr. 
Lord (]957!, 
Those continuing 1n cheir term of office were:---
Chairman: Mr, G. H, Crawford (1957). 
Council Members: Mr. G. H. Willing (1957); 
Mr, K. R. von Stieglitz (1957). 
The decease of Mr. William Hart, late Vice-
Chairman of the Branch, was recorded with deep 
regret. . 
ACTIVITIES DURING 1957 
General Meetings, 
Twelve meetings were held during the year at 
which the following papers were read:-
22nd February, 1957: "The Habitat, Economy 
and Equipment of the Australian Aborigines ", 
by Mr, F, D. McCarthy, Dip.Anthrop. 
29th March, 1957 : " Sarawak--Land of the HOfll-
bill ", by Mr, Kenneth Pawson. 
3rd May, 1957 : "Bird Banding and Bird Migra-
tion ", by Mr. Duncan McDonald. 
31st May, 1957 : "Early Tasmanian Artists .. , by 
Mr. Henry Allport, LL.B, 
21st June, 1957 : "Some Surprising New Discov-
eries about the Earth's Magnetism". by Prof. 
S, W. Carey, D.8c, 
26th July, 1957 : "Early Growth of Sandy Bay, 
Hobart ", by Miss Amy Rowntl'ee, O.B.E., M.A, 
30th August, 1957 : "The Changing Population of 
Tasmania", by Prof, Peter Scott, M.Sc.tEcon,), 
11 th September, 1£)57: "Editing for the Clyde 
Company", by Mr. p, L. Brown, 
:30th September, 19,')7 : " The Land of the Hivers ", 
by MI'. R M. H. Garvie, B.8c., M.I.C,E., M.LE. 
AusL 
25th October, 1 D57: "The Artificial Satellite", 
by Dr, B. I, H, RSc., Ph.n 
15th November, 19')7' Looking at the Stars ", 
by Dr. W, Buscombe, M.A., Ph.D. 
Branch. 
H157. 
29th Novembel', 1957 : "W. B. Goulc!, Artist and 
Convict in Van Diemen's Land ", by Mrs, L J. 
Mead, B.A. 
E:rcursions. 
Seven excursions were arranged during the yesT, 
all of whIch were well attenced. As in previous 
years, visits were made to places of historical or 
scientific interest. The excursions were:-
23rd February, 19,57 : East Tamar, led by Hev, E. 
C, Howland, 
24th March, 19,,)7: Longford District-" Long-
ford House ", "Hythe" and" \iVoodstock ", led 
by Mr. G, H. Stancombe. 
14th April, 1957 : Fingal Distl'ict-" Cullenwood ", 
" Malahide", "Killymoon", led by Mr. K, R. 
von Steiglitz. 
8th September, 1957 : Goliath Portland Cement 
Co, Ltd" Railton. 
13th October, 1957 : Duck Heach and Trevallyn 
Power Stations, Launceston, 
27th October, 1957: Waterhouse District Land 
Development, led by Dr. J, H. Wilson, 
24th November, 1957: Longford District-" Bel-
mont", "Nor ley ", "Pinefield". 
Sub-Committees, 
Two sub-committees were constituted during the 
year the first to consider the means whereby the 
of the Branch may be improved and the 
second to undertake the assembly of documents and 
pictures of importance to the study of Tasmanian 
history and, when possible, to gather photographic 
copies of original material in private ownership. 
Each of the sub-committees made good progress 
with its allotted task. The work of that concerned 
with the lccation and preservation of historical 
material was particularly fl'uitful but limited by 
lack of available funds. 
Publications. 
The transcription of the micro-film copy of 
the ,iournals of ,John Helder Wedge has been almost 
completed and Mr. G. H. Stancombe has made con-
siderable progress with the compilation of the back-
ground notes on Wedge, It is anticipated that the 
manuscript will be ready for publication in 1958. 
The earlier publication "The Penal Settlements 
of Van Diemen's Land" continues to sell steadily, 
mainly through bookshops Hnd the Queen Victoria 
Museum. 
Statement of Accounts at: 31st December, 1957, 
Balance at 1,1.57 
Subscription share 
Bank interest 
S8Jes of publication 
Receipts. 
W. F. ELLIS, lIon. SecreLary. 
£ s. d, 
129 7 5 
130 0]0 
') 1 6 
10 2 4 
£:374 12 1 
Lectures 
Library 
Printing and advertising 
Postages and petty cash 
Balance carried forward 
£ s, cL 
43 14 3 
46 10 3 
24 7 4 
43 19 10 
116 0 5 
£274 12 
J. H" PORWARD, H(m. Auditor. 
